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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


Your editor has at last recieved additional information 
on the plans of a group of Bay Area Railfans headed by ldon 
Lucy to preserve Niles trailer #53 of she Napa Valley Slectric, 
The group have gained possession of the car and have space 
promised them in the Sacramento Northern shops at Chico in 
which to keep the car for duration. The group hope to use 
the car for excursion purposes after the war as well as pre- 
serve the "last remaining Niles car in the state", 

Frankly, the car is in bad shape, windows, couplers and 
air lines will have to be replaced, but the trucks and car 
body are still intact. The group expect to have the car 
shopped at the S.Ne shops after the war. 

A group of nine fans have underwritten the expense, but 
contributions are being sought so as to spread the cost. A 
5x7 photo of this car in service is being offered as a token 
for persons contributing more than a dollar. Address the 
group in care of Robert Burrowes, Pe0O. Box 730, Vallejo, Cal. 


The car has been rescued from the wharf at Vallejo and 
is to be transfered to the Napa Valley yards at Transfer 
where couplers and air lines will be applied for the trip 
to Chico. 


The Western Railfan’s Magazine 


Issued to keep fans informed of the latest in railroad news 
and comment. Also feature articles on historic western rail: 
roads and “Favorite Rail-Photos” printed to please you. Sub 
scriptions for yourself and your buddies in the service at 
invited. 50c for ten issues, twenty for a dollar. 
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My Favorite Rail- Photo 


from the collection of WA. Silwerthorn 


This photograph of Northwestern Pacific 172 
is the favorite of N.W.P.'sS We Ae Silverthorn 
because he made his first trip as an engineer on 
this engine on December 26, 1919. Bill snapped 
this historic engine at Cloverdale in 1936. 


Bill's service on the N.VieP. dates back to April, 1911, 
when he joined the N.WeP. as an engine wiper in the engine 
house at Willits. His early days on the N.W.P. were recalled 
in our May, 1944, issue (#64). He has completed 34 years on 
the N.W.P. and is still running on the main line. He is 
quite active in railroad historical affairs and is recognized 
as an authority on the N.W.P. 


The 172 was built by Baldwin Locomotive works in 1907 
as Las Vegas and Tonopah number 8. It was purchased by 
the N.WeP. in 1917. It has 57" drivers, 21"x26" cylinders, 
boiler pressure of 190 lbs., and weight on drivers of 142, 
000 lbs. It is still in service. 


NWP Moves to New Headquarters 


New permanent offices at San Rafael passenger depot have 
been completed for the general offices of the Northwestern 
Pacific. offices at the old ferry building in Sausalito were 
abandoned December 10th when examination disclosed that the 


waterfront building was structurally unfit for further occup- 
ancy 


os 

Temporary quarters were had at San Anselmo pending con- 
struction of a new building at San Rafael which correspond 
to the architecture of the present station. 

The old building at Sausalito was a historic landmark, 


but forty four years of service reduced the building's 
stability until it was found necessary to tear it down. 
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San Francisco Ticket Office 


FERRY BUILDING 





F. C. LATHROP 
General Passenger Agent 











FAREWELL TO NWP 
— SERVICE 


ELECTRIC INTERURBAN SERVICE 
OF MARIN COUNTY 


Gone, but not forgotten, is the fine 
ferry and interurban service which ran in 
Marin county from 1903 to 1941. While 
the fine big steel cars operated the base 
service after 1929, the old wooden cars 
saw service right up to the end in rush- 
hour service. Marin commuters no longer 
enjoy the comforts of the trains anc ferr 
while taking the longer more expensive by 
trip. 


Below: A long commuter train at Ross 
January 2, 1924, headed by combination cay 
352 running between Manor and Sausalito, 
Note the three rail arrangement for the 
narrow guage steam trains. Photo from 
General Electric Company. 





4 % REKA 
Pr Reves aes 


The last interur- 
ban schedules of the 
Northwestern Paci- 
fic were run ‘Febru- 
ary 28, 1941, with 

the last southbound train leav- 
ing San Rafael at 10 p. m. and 
last northbound trains leaving at 
11:58 p. m. On the deadhead 
run back to Sausalito the two 
trains were consolidated into a 
14-car special which from _re- 
ports is the longest steel train 
ever operated by the NWP. 
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Top: 


Steel passenger motor 38 on the right of way near 
Sau Rafael during 1939. Photo from George Chope 


Middle : Train of wooden passenger motors headed by 308 at 
Alto on November 22, 1938. Photo by We Ce Whittaker 
Bottom: Baggage motor 370 at Sausalito during 1940.--Staff 
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LOCOMOTIVES OF THE CALIFORNIA PACIFIC 


The old California Pacific which ran from Vallejo, at 
the head of San Francisco Bay, to Sacramento and Marysville 
was one of the pioneer roads of California being incorporated 
in 1865 and completed in 1869, Control passed to the Centra] 
pacific which took over its motive power at an early date, 
GeMe Best, author of the R.&L.H.S. Bulletin "Locomotives of 


The southern Pacific Company, supplies the following roster; = 


pleased 


WmeMason #245 1/1867 48 14x22 To 1114-1002-Cal-m 
" rey: 2/1867 48 14x22 To CP 2nd 178-1008 ie 
Booth & Co. ieee 60 14x22 To 
YimeMason #247 2/1867 54 16x22 To 
" 7248 2/1867 ° " " To A 
" #250 3/1967 =" " To 2nd 121-1211 
McKay & Aldus /1°70 60 15x22 To 1161 


— -2F) 6 15x22 1162 
ne “asony25h er 7% 1285-1207-1485 
¢ 118 


re inter 
i 200 B68, 16x22 * 
333 3 " 118 U 
9" " 118 less t 
/1870 24 16x24 1241 off tr 
6/1870 60 ~~" o SP 1242 calexi 
v404 5/1971 60 16x24 To GP2nd 115-1210 
y405 5/1871 * " To CP 2nd 100-1121 


The California Pacific had two engines numbered 2 and two 
numbered 5 because the first 2 and 5 were so badly damaged in 
a head-on collision that the Central Pacific took the two 
wrecks to their Sacramento shops and rebuilt them assigning 
Gentral Pacific numbers. The Central Pacific apparently traé 
ed a McKay & Aldus engine to the Cal-Pacific for one of the 
wrecks, and the Cal-Pacific bought a Booth & Company engine 
new to replace the other. The second 5 was probably Central 
Pacific 99, but I have no proof of it. It was the only C.P. 
McKay & Aldus engine not otherwise accounted for, and as McKay 
& Aldus was out of business in 1868, the engine must have com 
from the CePee 

Engine No. 1 was originally a 4-4-0, but was rebuilt to 
an 0-4-0 by the Cal-Pacific. The original Number 2 was re- 
built to an 0-4-0 by the Central Pacific after the wreck. 
Numbers 13 and 14 were sold to the Central Pacific shortly 
after they arrived on the road. The Central Pacific equip- 
ment book for 1875 gives the date in service for the two Cal- 
Pacific engines 13 and 14 as 1873, which would indicate the 
year they were bought from the California Pacific. 


NORTHWEST NOTE 

The Nezperce Railroad was recently formed to buy the 
Nezperce & Idaho Railroad whose application to abandon was 
denied by the I.C.Ce.---There has been some talk of turning 
the right-of-way of the Ohio Match Company's logging line into 
a scenic highway. The logging line from Garwood, Idaho to 
the woods north of Hayden Lake, some 25 miles, was abandoned 
about five years ago. P ---Tom Kreutz 

The Great Northern has ordered from Electro-Motive six 
2700 bep. freight locomotives, six 1000-h.pe switchers and 
three 1350-hep. "A-units" for delevery in 1945. G.Ne has als? 
ordered ten 1000-hep. road-switchers for delivery in 1946. 

--- Ry age 


o-fe- The Weste 
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This Western Railroad World 


. The Southern Pacific has returned the Yosemite 
ERED Valley Railroad moguls numbers 25, 26 anc 29 which 
may it has ceen leasing. They were returned at Merced 
{i ss) on the afternoon of April 14, 1945, after heving 
Were the Y.V. pilots and indicators restored. ‘hile on 

the SePe smaller pilots and standard S.Pe indicators 
were usede The YeV. moguls while very small by SP. standards, 
pleased SeP. enginemen by their power reverse. 
--=-Dave Welch 

Southern Facifiec consolidation 2812 was transfered to 
yorthwestern Pacific service on March 14the---W.A. Silverthorn 

Southern Pacific is using two Chicago & Northwestern 
mikes (2-8-2), numbers 2310 and 2345, on freight trains 411- 
412 between Oakland and Tracy via Fort Costa.---Dave Welch 

The larger Pacific type engines have returned to SP. 
"chain gang" service between San Francisco and San Jose on 
the commuter trains replacing the smaller P-l's during the 
winter slump.---Thomsen 


Under 0.T.D. order #47 eleminating trains that carried 
less than an average 35% load, the Southern Pacific has cut 
off trains #357 and 358 running daily between Niland and 
Calexico, 41 milese sella --- Ry Age 


New Pennsylvania Engine 


(eae Tete Gove ce «bce aera 
The giant steam turbine “ Triplex” will cover near! 
track, with a wheel base of 122% feet. As here pictured, the front 


is to the right; note that the cab is located ahead of the boiler. 


Over the Editor’s Trainsheet pes y 


We must have had a bad connection this month for most of 
you seemed to have failed to get on board with your letter of 
NOWS « Surely plenty mast have happened. Yes, there were 

& few cornfield meets and a fire on the Bay Bridge that scorch- 
ed a few ties, but there is no news in such events unless one 
can personalize it with cars or engines that are involved. 

One fine scoop did come ine We had heard rumors about 
an inspection train on the Sacramento Northern using the MW 
500's, but never expected to track it down. Then in the mails 
came a photograph of MW 300 and 502 in a train at sT Mary's 
College, but no story! A rush letter was sent for a caption, 
but at press time as yet no answer. Next issue perhaps. 

We have one real bad order note. Quite a large number 
of copies have been returned because fans have failed to let 
us know when they moved. When you change address, drop us 
&card, We would not want you to miss a copy, but it is a 
sure bet we can't supply you if you don't get the one origin- 
ally sent to the address on our files. 
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Richmond via the Scenic Slough Route 
The cars on the Richmond Shipyard Railway are being pain 
ed with yellow stripes below the window sash on sides and enjy 
over the old grey paint. Officials claim that the passenger 
will be able to see the cars better on foggy mornings. 
---Cummings, Carpenter 


PACIFIC ELECTRIC NOTES 
The Pacific Electric is reported going all-ste 
after the war with all wooden equipment due to be 
scrapved. The I.EeRe cars will be retained in pas 
enger service while some 1200's will be built into 
freight motors.---Cer 1206 has been rebuilt into a 
crane care---ex-I.E.R. car 434 has been sold to the 
Navy for service at Bremerton, Washingtone---P.E. has leased 
SePe diesel-electric 1381 for use out of Long Beach as the 
P.E.'s 1460's proved too small for the service.---Gas-electriy 
1649 and 1649 are now used at San Fernando and Orange respect. 
ively where trolley wires are scheduled to be removed. 
---Interurban News Letter 


UTAH JUICE NOTES 
The Utah-Idaho Central Railroad was recently 
sold to the Amalgamated Sugar Company, and is no 
longer affiliated with the Salt Lake & Utah. The 
new owners state that they intend to purchase new 
equipment, but they are not clear as to what kind. 
The North Ogden branch, five miles, has been re- 
moved thus ending the remains of the Odgen Rapid Transit. 
The Bamberger Railroad is laying new 85-90 pound rail 
on its main line and puting new seats in some of its 350 class 
carse ---Fred Fellow in I.N.Le 


Reviews of Railway Literature 


Your editor recieved a very pleasant suprise when 
the first printed issue of "Trolley Sparks" arrived in 
the mails. This is a well written juice paper from 
Chicago, Illinois, carrying news of trolley lines and 
trolley fans. Copies may be had at a dollar per year 
from Barney Neuburger, Editor, 6330 so. Laflin street, 
Chicago 36, Tllinois. 





Another yest coast railfan has become a father over- 
seas with the daughter born to Lt. and Mrs. John He Vogel 
in London, England, February 15the Lt. Vogel is from 
Bakersfield, Californiae ; 
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